ORG * ‘PAPER MONEY * QJULY/QjUG 2024 * WHOLE JNO. 352 


Money Used in the Japanese-American Internment Camps of World War II 


By Katherine Ameku', Momo McCloskey Feller’, Ray Feller”, and Steve Feller’ 
Part I (Part II and references in Sep/Oct Issue) 


Why the Camps Came to Be 


Anti-Japanese racism existed in the United States from the start of Japanese immigration in the late 1800s. 
Japanese immigrants were not allowed to become citizens, although their children were protected by the 14th 
Amendment and were born as US citizens (Kashima, 2003). However, even these US citizens--over 100,000 Japanese 
Americans--were subject to imprisonment in Japanese American camps during World War II. 

The Empire of Japan attacked Pearl Harbor in Hawaii on December 7, 1941. War was declared the next day. 
Only two months later, on February 19, 1942, President Franklin Roosevelt issued the now-infamous Executive 
Order 9066 (US National Archives, see Figure 1). This required the forced evacuation of anyone of Japanese 
ancestry--including United States citizens-- from a “Western exclusion zone.” Figure 2 shows the military order 
that put the relocation into action based on Executive Order 9066. Men, women, children, and the elderly were sent 
first to short-term “‘assembly centers” (located in temporary settings like fairgrounds and racetracks) and then to 
relocation camps in the interior (read: middle of nowhere) of the United States. Those people who had aroused more 
specific suspicion were sometimes placed in a third type of camp, run by the Justice Department or US Army 
(US National Park Service). 
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EXECUTIVE ORDER 


Comender may impose in his discretion. The Secre- 


a ee a 


tery of War is hereby authorized to provide for 
AUTHORISING THE SECRETARY OF WAR TO PRESCRIBE 


MILITARY AREAS 


Wwe 


REAS the successful prosecution of the wer 
recuires every possible protection ageinst espionage 
and against sabotege to netional-defense material, 
nationel<defense premises, and netionel-defense util- 
ities ee defined in Section 4, Act of April 20, 1918, 
40 Stat. 533, #8 emended by the Act of November 30, 
1940, 54 Stat. 1220, end the Act of August <1, 1941, 


55 Stat. 655 (TU. S. Ce, Title 50, Sec. 104): 


NOW, THERSFOR™, by virtue of the authority 
vested in me as President of the United Stetes, end 


Comender in Chief of the Army end Nery, f hereby 


authorize end direct the Secretery of Ver, end the 


me to time 


Militery Comenders whom he may from ti 
designate, whenever he or Gay designated Commander 
deeas such action necessary or desireable, to prescribe 
militery erees in such pleces and of euch extent es he 
or the appropriate Militery Commander may determine, 
from which any or ell persons may be excluded, and with 
respect to which, the right of any person to enter, re«- 


mein in, or leave shell be gsubject to whatever restrice 


tions the Secretary of War or the eppropriete Militery 


residents of eny such area who are excluded there~ 
from, such transportation, food, shelter, end other 


& gcc. 


edations es may be necessary, in the judgment 
of the Secretary of Wer or the seid Nilitery Com- 
meander, and until other errengements ere made, to 
accomplish the purpose of this order. The designsa- 
tion of militery areas in eny region or locality 
shall supersede designations of prohibited end re- 
stricted ereas by the Attorney Ceneral under the 
Proclamations of December 7 and 8, 1941, and shell 
gupersede the responsibility and authority of the 
Attorney Generel under the geié Proclemeations in re« 
gpect of euch probibited and restricted ereas. 

I hereby further authorize and direct the 
Secretary of War and the said Military Commanders 
to take guch other steps ae he or the appropriate 
Militery Commander may deem adviseble to enforce 
compliance with the restrictions applicable to each 
Militery area hereinabove authorized to be designated, 
including the use of Federal troops and other Federal 
Agencies, with euthority to accept assistance of state 


and local egencies. 
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3 hereby further authorize and direct all Exec- 


tments, independent esteblichments and other 


Federel Agencies, to assist the Secretary of War or the 


seid Military Commanders in carrying out this Executive 
Order, including the furnishing of medical aid, hospitel- 
ization, food, clothing, transportation, use of land, 
shelter, and other supplies, equipment, utilities, facili- 
ties, and services, 

This order shall not be construed as modifying or 
limiting in any way the authority heretofore granted under 
Bxécutive Order No. 8972, dated December 12, 1941, nor 
shall it be construed as limiting or modifying the duty end 
responsibility of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, with 
respect to the investigation of eallesed acts of sabotege or 
the duty end responsibility of the Attorney General end the 
Department of Justice under the Proclamations of December 
7 and 8, 1941, presoribing regulations for the conduct end 


Bercy neie 


control of elien enemies, except as such duty and x 
bility is superseded by the designation of militery areas 


hereunder. 
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Figure 1: President Franklin Roosevelt’s Executive Order 9066 (National Archives). 
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WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND AND FOURTH ARMY 
WARTIME CIVIL CONTROL ADMINISTRATION 


Presidio of San Francisco, California 
May 7, 1942 


INSTRUCTIONS 
TO ALL PERSONS OF 


JAPANESE 


ANCESTRY 


Living in the Following Area: 


Alt of the City of Secramonta, State of Calllereia, 


Pursuant to the provisions of Civilian Exclusion Order No $2, thie Headquarters, dated May 7, 1942, al] per- 
sone of —_ ancestry, both alica acd ooa-alien, will be evacuated from tbe above area dy 12 o'clock ooon. 
P. W. T., Saturday, May 16, 1942. 

No Japanese person living io the above aree will be peraitted to chaoge residence alter 12 o'dock soon. P. ¥. T.. 
Toursday, May 7. 1642 without obtaining special permission from the representative of the Commanding Ceo- 
eral, Norther California Sector, at the Cird Cootrol Station located at: 


Civic Memorial Avditonum, 
Fifteenth aud 1 Streets, 
Sacramecto, California 


Such permits will only be granted for the purpose of uniting members of a family. or in cance of grave emergency. 

The Civil Control Station is equipped to asist tbe Japanese population affected by this evacuation io ube fol- 
lowing ways: 

L Give advice and instructions oc the evacuation, 

2 Provide services with respect to the management, leasing. sale, storage or other disposition of mort kinds 
: _— woch as rea) catate, business and professional eqwpment, bouscheld goods, boats, automobiles and 

veatoc 

Provide temporary resideoce claewhere for all Japanese in family groupe 

4 Traaeport persoos and « limited amount of clothing and equipinent to their new residence. 


The Following instructions Must Be Observed: 

LA cesponsible member of cach family, preferably the head of tbe family. of the person io whose came moat of 
the property ia beld. and cech individual living alone. will report to the Civil Control Station to receive further 
instructions, This must be done between 8.00 A. M. and $:00 P. M. 00 Friday, May & 1942, of between 8:00 A ML 
and $00 P. M. om Saturday, May 9, 142, or between 8:00 A. M. and 5:00 P. M. on Susday. May 10. 162, 

2 Evscuces must carry with them oa departure for the Assembly Center, the following property: 

(2) Bedding and linens (a0 coatiross) for cach member of the family: 

(>) Toilet articles for cach member of the famulr. 
™(e) Extra clothing for each memober of the faroily; 

(4) SufScient knives, forks, spoons, plates, bowls and cups for cach member of the family: 

(ec) Essential personal effects for cach member of the family. 

Al) ites carried wil) be securely packaged, tied and plainly marked ith Ue came of the owner aod numbered 
in accordance with instructions obtained et the Civil Covtrol Station The size and number of packages u lice 
ited to tbat which can be carried by the individual of family group 

3% No pews of any kind will be pernitted 

4 No personel items and 00 houschold goule will be slipped to the Awembly Center. 

S. The United Sutes Coveraencot through ite agencice will provide for the storage, at the sole ruk of the owner, 
ol the more substantial bousebold items, euch as iceboren washing maachines, piance and other beary furaiture. 
Cooking utensils and ocber amall items wil) be accepted for storage if crated, packed and plainly marked with the 
name and sddrese of the owner, Only one name and address will be used by # given family. 

6& Esch family. and individual living alone, will be furnished transportation to the Assembly Ceater of wil) de 
suthorucd to travel hy private automodile in » euperrersl gewuye All instructions pertaining to the roorerornt will 
be obtained a1 the Civil Cootrol Suation 

Ge te the Civil Coutrel Station between the hevrs of 8100 A. M. and S100 P.M, 
Friday, May 8, 1942, or between the hewrs of 8100 A. M. and $:00 P.M, 
Saturday, Mey 9, 1942, or between the hours of 8:00 A. M. and $:00 P.M, 
Sunday, May 10, 1942, te receive further Instructions. 


h.L OeWITT 
145 Licuteoant Cenenl, U.S. Anwy 
Mak CORAM CRONIN O8E WO. 92 Cororaandang 


Figure 2: Instructions for implementing Executive Order 9066 (National Archives). 
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Japanese American Imprisonment during World War II 
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Figure 3: Map of Japanese-American centers of internment during World War II (image from the National Park Service) 


Numismatic Items from the Camps 

Little has been written on the numismatic remainders of the assembly centers or from the ten relocation centers 
established inland for the evacuees. The present research has uncovered numerous numismatic items from these 
camps. We have utilized camp newspapers, memoirs, yearbooks from camp high schools, scrapbooks, film footage, 
and official reports. We have also had the opportunity to visit some of the camp sites in person. From these sources, 
we have begun to piece together the numismatic story of the Japanese American internment camps. 

The internees were able to use US paper currency and coins. They also had bank accounts both back home and 
in the camps. There were also other forms of money and other related ephemera in assembly centers and relocation 
camps. These included paper scrip, event tickets, clothing and other commodity coupons, tokens, lottery tickets, and 
co-op receipts. 


Coupon Books 

Within weeks of camps opening, numismatic items were being mentioned in the camp newspapers. The most 
common were coupon books. Shown below is a newspaper from the Santa Anita (CA) Assembly Center with 
headlines about coupon books. Many newspapers in the camps had similar reports. These references make clear that 
the coupon books were an essential part of the camp economy. A coupon book is shown from the WCCA with one 
attached coupon. To redeem coupons for goods, prisoners would have to present the coupon booklet with the coupon 
attached. Goods were not exchanged if the coupon was loose. This prevented bartering for goods in the camps and is 
the same model as many POW camps in the United States (see Seeley and Frank, 2019). 

Although the references to coupon books are frequent, surviving examples are quite limited. This is likely 
because the internees were encouraged to use their coupons before leaving. As one article from the Fresno Grapevine 
reported on June 6, 1942: “‘Coupon books are not re-imburseable [sic] in cash at the time evacuees are transferred to 
other relocation center [sic],’ states E.P. Pulliam. He also suggests that everyone expend their coupon books at the 
center store since the same are not negotiable at the War Relocation Centers.” (See Figure 5) Given that the inmates 
had to purchase coupon books in Fresno, likely the incentive was even higher to use them up. 
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Vol. I, No. 28 


OF STUDENTS 


Students of college age 
amy be given the o 


: ty 
of continuing their educa~— 


tion, according to plans 
@isoussed at the meeting of 
g committee on student re- 
lecation at the Govarnment 
ouse Thursday. - 
At the meeting were Dr, 
W. O, Mendenhall, president 
of Whittier college and 
Pacific Coast chairman of 
the National Student Relo- 
vation’ council, and Mrs. 
Marian B. Rieth, executive 
seoretary of the Southern 
“alifornia headquarters of 
he council. 

_ The firat step towards 
relocating students will 
take .plece Monday when 
questionnaires ,accompanied 
by instruetiong from the 
management ,will be distrib- 
uted by census takers to 
all nisei residents of col- 
lege age. 

(Continued on page 2) 


HOLIDAY SPIN 


ana UIT 


spite of aifficulties with the ‘amplifying system 
hich delayed the opening ceremonies and the talent 
show last night for more than two hours, 
good-natured crowd of ower’ 15,000 waited to give the 
twoeday Anita Funita a rousi | 


Barlier in tha aftarnann 


é 3 “ye ; ~ ‘io ate. ee 
Senta Anite Ass 


RELOCATION 


* 


FREE COUPON BOC 
Distribution Will Begin Monday 


From Center Cashier's Station 


Distribution of free coupon books to Center residents — 
begins Monday at 9 a.m. at the cashier's station west 
of the main post office, H. Russell Anory, Center ma 
ager, announced today, — Sr a rsh 

Coupon books will be issued only to hwads of families 
and those dOnsidered as individuals, An individual As 

e ‘Cae StY pereon who has. passed 


his 16th birthdey but who 
does not fall within the 
definition of “a couple.” 

A couple is defined ss 
man and wife,whether Jegal-~ 
ly married or living 8s 
conmon lew husband.and wife. 

Books will be distributed 
in accordance with the 
following schedule: $1 for 
each person under 16 years 
of age, $2.50 for each in- 
dividual and $4 for each 
couple. 

A family,Center cashier 
Clyde Lambourne explained, 
dnoludes the parents and 
ghildren who have not passed 
their sixteenth birthdays. 
The mximum allowance for 
each family is $7.50. 

An example of a family 
residing in the Center: 
Fether, mother, grand- 
mother, son 19, daughter 
18, son 12, daughter 8, 
son 6, and daughter 4. 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Figure 4: The Santa Anita Pacemaker of July 4, 1942. 
The play on words indicates the racetrack origin of this assembly center (Densho). 


e their coupons (Densho). 


Figure 5: Fresno Grapevine, June 6, 1942, encouraging internees to us 


within the Centers, evacuctes 
at Center stores or canteens for 


Assembly Center (Densho). 


6: Coupons being issued at a Japanese 


Figure 


ro) 


ca eea 


Figure 7: WCCA Center Store chit from a booklet. It was issued in the name of K. Takemoto (Densho). 


Cooperatives 
Associated Cooperatives of Oakland offered to help the relocation centers in establishing cooperatives. All but 
one accepted and established a co-op system (Thompson, 2011). These allowed the prisoners to have more control 
over their internal economy and what products were coming into the camps. The co-ops were not limited to stores. 
They also included soda fountains, beauty salons, barber shops, shoe repair, photography studios, movie showings a 
flower shop, check cashing, and other services (Unrau, 1996). They also produced their own newspapers to keep their 
members up to date. The co-ops were very successful--in fact, a year after it opened, the Manzanar co-op was the 
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second largest consumer co-op in the country (Thompson, 2011). Patrons had to use the same ration books as those 
outside the camps, and examples of ration books issued to internees can be found. 

Additionally, there are examples of special coupons for the Co-ops, as well as an incentivized receipt system. 
Upon arrival at the camp, many internees did not have much more than what was on their back so the need for supplies 
was prevalent. Co-op members paid dues that would go to the purchase of the wares at the co-op stores. When Co- 
op members purchased supplies at these stores, they received a dividend. These were profit refunds based on the 
sales as evidenced by the issued (and saved) receipts (see Figures 11 & 12). 

Although Co-ops were introduced by the WRA, they were run by several committees composed of fellow 
prisoners who were elected by cooperative members. These places of business accounted for millions of dollars in 
sales. For example, the Tule Lake Cooperator issue from October 30, 1943, reported that the previous three months’ 
total sales and services amounted to $371,351 02: 


COMPTROLLER’S VOUCHER ? 5593 


s enienememsrrerer vane wd 


oe ANA NEARING 


DATE IN SETTLEMENT OF AMOUNT 


March 25, 1944 sxedemption of Gertifioate of Indebtedness 
: #1875 serial 5 
Ishida, atsushi ge 02 


NOTE: | 
Snless this Voucher is returned to the Jerome Cooperative Enterprises, Ine, within 30 days after date of issue, 
'T SHALL BE VOID. You may return this Voucher at our office or at any place of our business. 


Detach this Statement before Cashing 


COMPTROLLER'S VOUCHER xs 


wace. . SUAS te eLock _8-Ol-w.... UNIT 


* 


Pay To ...... s8nida, at: go02 


ety ee emma eo ech ln ee eC le i ei HE CAEN ERTS OR RE 


er GA ET TT a ili ut ee i : 


SES, INC. 


i ge To ie eT eR Te neon eee enrstuceduibae ana tind a 


Figure 8: Co-op voucher from the Jerome Co-op, 1944 (World War I Japanese American Internment Museum, McGehee, AR) 
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According to latest fig- sold at ‘the ‘canteen and 
ures from the Rohwer Coop- Blocks 5, 9, 15, 26; 3 
erative Enterprises, coupon and 4]. 
sales between Feb. 15 to Residents are encourag- 
28 totaled $14,957.50. Of ed to buy their books at 
this total $10,133.72 have the block offices because 
been redeemed. of the long lines at the 

Empty coupon books ‘are canteen. 
valuable and must not be Lost coupon books should 
lostor thrown away, warned be claimed at the canteen. 
the co-op today. fo date 3886 members 

Patronage refunds can have been signedas members 
‘be caloulated only on the of the Rohwer Co-op. . 
number of ‘empty books turh- § The sales record for 
ed in. Dates on which the the period Sept. 24, 1942, 
empty books are to be turn- to Jan. 31, 1943, will 
ed in will be announced appear on page 4. Begin- 
from time ‘to time. ning February, a monthly 

Coupon books are now report will be put out. | 


Figure 9: Rohwer Camp usage of Co-op coupons (World War II Japanese American Internment Museum, McGehee, AR) 


Co-op documents and vouchers: 
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Figure 11: Patronage receipt from the Manzanar Relocation Camp Co-op (image from the Manzanar National Historic Site) 


Figure 12: Patronage refund receipt from the Manzanar Co-op (image from Densho) 


a 


an Internment Camp Store 
seum, McGehee, AR) 


side an Arkansas J apanese-Americ 


Figure 14: In 
merican Internment Mu 


(World War I Japanese A 


ie 


Figure 15: Outside an Arkansas J apanese-American Camp canteen 
(World War II Japanese American Internment Museum, McGehee, AR) 


Other Numismatic Items 
Other examples of numismatic items in the camps include tickets for recreational activities, such as baseball 


tickets, movie tickets, and tickets to events like a birthday ball. Examples are shown below. 


CAMPU 


Presentation 


REINHOLD SCHUNZEL 


mage from a scrapbook, courtesy of Densho) 


Figure 17: Poston Movie Ticket (I 


y Ball in erome (World War Il apanese American Internment Museum, McGehee, AR) 


Figure 18: Ticket toa Birthda 


Army at Camp Shelby (Mississippi) 
The Jerome team won 2 out of 3 games 
z Hills, Archives and.Special Collections). 


Figure 19: Ticket to baseball games between the US 
and Japanese American internees from Jerome, AR. 


played in 1943. (California State University, Domingue 
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Unclaimed winning numbers are invalid and will be 


substituted with reserved number after 7 days from 
date of drawin ws 
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